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APPENDIX A 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 

A.1 First Round of Public LRTP Open House Meeting Dates 
 

August 18, 2014 - Columbus Consolidated Government Council Chambers 
August 19, 2014 – Neighborhood Center, Cusseta, GA 
August 21, 2014 – Idle Hour Park Community Center, Phenix City, AL 

 
 
 
   
 

  

      Columbus-Phenix City Metropolitan Planning Organization  

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE  
August 13, 2014 
 

2040 Long Range Transportation Plan Update 
 
On Monday, August 18, 2014, the Columbus-Phenix City Metropolitan Planning Organization will begin the series of public meetings to discuss 
transportation needs throughout the bi-city.   
 
Over the next 25 years, our region will experience continued growth; Growth that will add additional pressure to our existing transportation system by 
transporting additional goods, services, and people. 
 
The Columbus-Phenix City Metropolitan Planning Organization (CPCMPO) is currently updating the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan.  Your input is 
very important in order to accurately update this plan! 
 
We want to know your needs and concerns in regards to the transportation system in Columbus and surrounding areas. We encourage you to attend one 
of the three open house public meetings scheduled during the third (3

rd
) full week of August. 

 
The meeting schedule is as follows: 
 
 
Contact 

Information: 
Rick Jones, Planning Director 
 (706) 225-3936 

2040 Long Range Transportation Plan Public Meetings 

DATE TIME LOCATION 

 

Monday, August 18 5:30PM – 7:00PM 

Columbus Council Chambers 

3111 Citizen Way 

Columbus, GA 31906 

This meeting will be 

televised on CCGTV. 

Tuesday, August 19 5:30PM – 7:00PM 

Neighborhood Center 

439 Broad Street 

Cusseta, GA 31805 

 

Thursday, August 21 5:30PM – 7:00PM 

Idle Hour Community Center 

3743 Moon Lake Drive 

Phenix City, Alabama 36867 

 

M e t r o p o l i t a n  P l a n n i n g   
O r g a n i z a t i o n  

 

P. O. Box 1340 
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Meetings were advertised on CCG TV as well as newspaper advertisements that ran for two weeks in 
the Columbus Ledger Enquirer, the Bayonette, Columbus Times, the Phenix Citizen and the Harris 
County Journal.  A press release was sent out to other media outlets. 
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A.2 Second Round of Public LRTP Open House Meeting Dates 
 
November 3, 2014 – Columbus Consolidated Government Council Chambers 
November 4, 2014 – Phenix City Idle Hour Park Community Center  
November 6, 2014 – Cusseta – Chattahoochee Neighborhood Community Center 
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A.3 - Minutes from First Meeting of LRTP Stakeholders 
 

Columbus-Phenix City Metropolitan Planning Organization 
2040 Long Range Transportation Plan Stakeholder Meeting #1 

CCG Citizen’s Service Center Community Room 
February 20, 2014 

3:30 – 5:00 PM 

In Attendance: 
 

Anne King, Midtown Columbus 

Ann Miller, Bicycle Columbus 

George Steuber, Ft. Benning 

Jim Adcock, Ft. Benning 

LM Layfield, Columbus Regional Hospital 

Lynda Temples, CPCMPO 

Owen Ditchfield, South Columbus 

Patti Cullen, River Valley Regional Commission 

Rick Jones, CPCMPO 

Saundra Hunter, METRA  

Victoria Barrett, Columbus Water Works 

Verona Campbell, CPCMPO 

Thomas Helton, Columbus State University 

Tiffani Migliori, Ft. Benning Transit Specialist 

Caleb Kelley, Jack Hughston Memorial Hospital 

Ty Webb, Columbus Water Works 

Larry Kite, Russell County 

Keith Bryan, Lee Russell Council of Governments 

Oree Crittendon, Mayor’s Committee for Citizens with Disabilities 

Sandford Downs, Lee Russell Council of Governments Transit PEX 

 

Comment Period Minutes 
 

For the first half of the meeting, Rick Jones, MPO Director gave a presentation that included a power point 

presentation on the LRTP planning process, including a flow chart of how projects become a reality through the 

federally required planning process.  Each attendee was given a package containing a plan flow chart, a map of 

the area, lists of the 2035 projects, the TSPLOST projects, upcoming studies, including the Alternative 

Transportation Study, Rapid Rail Study & METRA Study.  He discussed our current initiatives to bring a 

Complete Streets Resolution before council and to become a Bicycle Friendly Community.  Each attendee 

received a Stakeholder Survey and was asked to fill it out that day or return it to us within a reasonable time.  

The information gathered in this survey was used to compile the next LRTP Stakeholder meeting agenda items. 

 

At that time, Mr. Jones opened the floor for attendees to ask questions or provide comments. 

 

Owen Ditchfield asked for clarification on what the listing of projects they had in their packets.  Rick Jones 

explained that was the list for 2010, and our aim, with the Stakeholder input, is to create a new list of project 

priorities for the 2015 plan which we are now working on. 
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George Steuber stated that 165 needs a run lane or connector.  He also mentioned that Custer Road Bridge 

has now been closed because it is not structurally sound.  He said 4,300 people per day go through that “ACP” 

(Access Control Point).  Fort Benning has 5 primary ACPs. 

 

At that time, Mr. Jones interjected that the way to get projects from the Alternative Transportation Study 

recommendations to the TSPLOST (aka TIA) is for Stakeholders to nominate projects and then they will be 

presented to the Policy Committee.  He encouraged Stakeholders to give us their feedback. 

 

Victoria Barrett, along with Ty Webb, discussed their ideas for building a “Creek Trail” system along the ROW 

now controlled by the Columbus Water Works. 

 

Tom Helton mentioned that he thought we needed to consider the needs of Columbus State when planning 

around their campus. 

 

At a later time a letter was received from Oree Crittendon, Stakeholder and member of the Mayor’s 

Committee on Persons with Disabilities:  

“First of I would like to say he information presented at Long Range Transportation Plan Stakeholder 

Meeting was enlightening. I had a chance to review the PowerPoint later since it was printed as well with other 

data and charts. This allowed me to sit down a really review the date to make more sense of it and how it may 

affect our community both disabled and not. When you opened the floor for input and discussion I unfortunately 

had to leave because my Dial a Ride bus was already waiting for me. I would like to have asked more questions 

about adding sidewalks throughout the cities main traffic routes to bolster the safety and efficacy of foot travel 

as a real alternative means of navigating the city. Mrs. Hunter from Metra did mention sidewalks just as I had to 

leave but I was unable to hear what response was given. I know Metra’s routes are being evaluated currently to 

better cover our city and service its citizens. Along with any new bus Routing I think it is of grave importance to 

insure that sidewalks, curb cuts and shelter be included in these plans. If we are to see more utilization of our 

public transit system it must come up to meet the standard of other metropolitan areas. I am a user of our public 

transportation and find the infrastructure abysmal when compared to any “city” I’ve traveled. With Columbus 

being the second or third largest city in the state and second largest metropolitan area thanks to Phenix City, 

Fort Benning and surrounding areas we need to step it up. There is a push to make us a more pleasing 

community for people to visit and live. If we are to attract people from larger cities then we have to have 

convenient forms of alternate transportation that truly serves those who don’t own vehicles or don’t want to own 

them. Believe it or not there are individuals who would rather not have the burden and expense associated with 

vehicle ownership and would only live in a community where they could commute to and fro by public transit.For 

those who have disabilities and wish to work and participate in the community transportation is a major issue. 

As with any employer the employee is expected to be on time and able to work the assigned schedule hours. 

For someone with a disability performing his or her task while on the job is not an issue, however maintaining 

employment without proper transportation is. Why would we want to hinder these individuals from contributing to 

their health cost rather than be a burden on an already overwhelmed system of support. Let’s make our city 

“friendly” not to just the private motorist, cyclist and able-bodied but to everyone who wishes to enjoy our River 

City.” 

With no further questions or comments, Rick Jones thanked everyone for their time and mentioned that 
there will be future opportunities for comment and participation. The stakeholder comment period was 
adjourned. 
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A.4 - Minutes from Second Meeting of LRTP Stakeholders 
 

2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE  

STAKEHOLDER MEETING #2 
Columbus-Phenix City Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Columbus Consolidated Government Annex, 1st Floor 
June 23, 2014, 3pm 

In Attendance: 
 

Matthew Sellers, Columbus Housing Authority 

Anne King, Midtown, Inc. 

Doc Dorsey, Traffic Engineering 

Larry Kite, Russell County Engineer 

Owen Ditchfield, South Columbus 

Peter Bowden, Columbus Convention and Visitors Bureau 

Patti Cullen, River Valley Regional Commission 

Patrick Harvill, Lee County Engineer 

Ron Hamlett, Chief of Traffic Engineering 

Sanford Downs, Lee Russell PEX 

Shannon “Tannis” Danley, Ft. Benning Air Quality 

Sharon Borger, Easter Seals GoodWill 

Lisa Pippin, City of Smith Station 

Victoria Barrett, Columbus Water Works 

Doug Jefcoat, WC Bradley 

Jeremy Cummings, Columbus Water Works 

L.M. “Trip” Layfield, Columbus Regional Healthcare 

Ty Webb, Columbus Water Works 

Lynda Temples, Principal Transportation Planner 

Verona Campbell, Transportation Planner 

Rick Jones, Director, C-PCMPO 

 

Comment Period Minutes 
 

At 3:00pm, Rick Jones began the stakeholder meeting.  Prior to the meeting, stakeholders had been given an 

opportunity to comment on current projects on a Survey Monkey.  Those results were presented. 

 

Also, stakeholders were given packets that included the GDOT explanation of the modeling process for the 

networks and that they ran the model based on Socio-economic data that the CPCMPO provided to them.  Rick 

explained that this plan looks out 20 years for the future needs of our transportation network and that we were 

now working to develop a 7th network, which would be financially constrained, a FHWA requirement.   
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With that brief explanation, the floor was opened for comments or questions from stakeholders. 

 Anne King asked why Wynnton Streetscapes project was not included – the answer was that the project 

did not add capacity and therefore does not affect the model. 

 Tannis Danley mentioned that a high volume of auto traffic will be connected to Benning and that she 

would like to see those considerations evidenced in the LRTP. 

 Owen Ditchfield asked about the possibility of installing electric charging stations (such as for TESLA 

automobiles), adding that they are being built all across the country. 

 Tannis Danley asked if we would include the funding source for the projects so that the stakeholders 

might better understand where money was allocated. 

 Ron Hamlett gave an example of 54th Street/River Road to Veterans Parkway widening.  He explained 

that widening or a bigger turn lane or a traffic light would not be warranted because the GADOT does 

not consider those things unless there are at least 150 right turns per hour. 

 Owen Ditchfield suggested that the Buena Vista Rd project (spider web) be accelerated.  Rick Jones 

explained that it will be, it will be undertaken with TSPLOST (TIA) funding. 

 Ron Hamlett suggested that the primary concern with congestion often happens in and around schools, 

suggesting that the MPO partner with school districts to mitigate these issues.  Most schools were built 

in the 40s, 50s or 60s, when vehicular traffic patterns and roadways were vastly different from today – 

many were built in front of 2 lane roads.  He explained that “drop off” is usually the biggest factor.  He 

also suggested that High Schools may want to limit parking for older students. 

 Owen Ditchfield mentioned that we should strongly consider South Lumpkin projects and also take into 

consideration South Columbus Elementary 

 Tannis Danley suggested Richards, Clubview, Auburn Ave and Edgewood be considered for 

improvement. 

 Rick Jones explained that the school board cannot use money for roads, but that traffic around schools 

is an atrocity, around Northside for instance. 

 Ron Hamlett gave another example of Hubbard to Pierce Chapel, at the time of construction, they didn’t 

consider it, but there is only one way in and one way out. 

 Owen Ditchfield asked if the MPO is consulted about school siting.  Rick explained that we are not 

consulted about location choice for new schools.   

 Anne King talked about the need to eliminate obstacles in our transportation infrastructure that prevent 

children from walking to school – at Clubview, for instance.  She suggested we work toward a complete 

network of sidewalks, also at Brewer and Buena Vista, so that walk-ability will relieve some of the 

automobile congestion issues. 

 Sharon Borger suggested we widen Veterans from Double Churches to Whitesville with turn lanes 

added onto and off of Double Churches. 

 Ron Hamlett explained that we cannot widen Victory Drive at Veterans unless we widen Oglethorpe 

Bridge, which is now over 50 years old. 

 Patti Cullen suggested we need to straighten out the little piece of Flat Rock between Warm Springs 

down to JR Allen 

 Ron Hamlett explained that the GADOT is considering changes for the interchange at Bradley Park off of 

JR Allen.  They are considering a “Diverging Diamond Interchange” which is not being used in Atlanta.  

Sharon Borger said she has driven in this configuration and that it works great. 
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 Patti Cullen said that 2nd Avenue, from Phenix City, on JR Allen Pkwy backs up. 

 Ron Hamlett suggested that we need more digital message boards to broadcast traffic delay times. 

 Lisa Pippin mentioned the backup problem at the River Chase Exit off of JR Allen parkway, that a light 

and lanes needed to be added to the interstate exit ramp.  Cars are stacking up so far that they are 

going the opposite way and making u-turns in order to go left (west) 

 Larry Kite suggested we need to widen the bridge at US 80 

 Jeremy Cummings said Williams Road, before Franciscan Woods has a problem with people doing u-

turns there also, in order to negotiate traffic. 

 Tannis Danley said that the 165 extension should be pushed up on the schedule because there is a lot 

of traffic coming up from Fort Benning. 

 Victoria Barrett mentioned the possibility of Water Works donating their Rights of Way for a “Creek Trail” 

system for a multi-use bike and pedestrian trail.   

 Anne King suggested that we need a minimum grid pattern for areas surrounding our trails, so that those 

people who live around them or work around them can safely access them by foot or by bicycle. 

 Trip Layfield asked about the plan for the Dillingham Bridge, he was referred to David Arrington 

 

With no further comments, the meeting was adjourned. 
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND FEEDBACK 
 

A.6  - Results of 2040 LRTP Public Survey 
 
The C-PCMPO distributed surveys to attendees at our Long Range Transportation Plan public 
meetings as well as via our web site, http://www.columbusga.org/planning, on social media outlets 
such as Facebook and LinkedIn, as well as  through our Columbus Plans newsletter mailing list to 
determine community perspectives on transportation through a series of questions with multiple 
choice answers. 
 

1. In which zip code do you reside? 
 

2. In which zip code do you work? 

Zip Code 
Number of 

Response(s) 
 

Zip Code 
Number of 

Response(s) 

31901  20 
 

31901  22 

31903  1 
 

31902  3 

31904  7 
 

31903  1 

31905 1 
 

31904  12 

31906  12 
 

31906  8 

31907  12 
 

31907  6 

31909  13 
 

31909  10 

31820  1 
 

31820  1 

36867  1 
 

31905  4 

35901 1  
 

31808  1 

36869  1 
 

36869  1 

36870  1 
 

31833  1 

31826  1 
 

30338  1 

31829  1 
 

36801  1 

31822  2 
 

31908  1 

31804  1 
 

36860  1 

31805  21 
 

31805  22 

31808  2 
 

Other 3 

Other  4 
   No responses   
 

No responses   

Total   
 

Total   

     3. In a typical week, how many miles do your drive your automobile? 

  Percentage Responding 

Less than five (5) Miles 21%  

Five (5) to Ten (10) Miles  9% 

Ten (10) to Thirty (30) Miles  17% 

Thirty (30) to Fifty (50) Miles  18% 

Fifty (50) to a Hundred (100) Miles  19% 

More than a Hundred (100) Miles  25% 

 

http://www.columbusga.org/planning
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4. How far is your commute to and from work? (Round Trip) 

  Number of Response(s) 

Less than five (5)  Miles 21 (38.89%) 

Five (5) to Ten (10) Miles 11 (20.37%) 

Ten (10) to Twenty (20) Miles 10 (18.52%) 

Twenty (20) to Thirty (30) Miles 1 (1.85%) 

Thirty (30) Miles or More 11 (20.37%) 

Total 54 

     5. How do you usually get to work? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Driving Alone 43 (81.13%) 

Carpool 1 (1.89%) 

Walk 0 

Bike 8 (15.09%) 

METRA or PEX 1 (1.89%) 

Total 53 

     6. What Time do you usually leave home for work or school? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Before 6:00 am 2 (3.85%) 

6:00 am - 6:29 am 5 (9.62%) 

6:39 am - 6:59 am 3 (5.77%) 

7:00 am - 7:29 am 10 (19.23%) 

7:30 am - 7:59 am 7 (13.46%) 

8:00 am - 8:29 am 14 (26.92%) 

8:30 am - 8:59 am 3 (5.77%) 

9:00 am - 9:29 am 2 (3.85%) 

9:30 am - 10:00 am 3 (5.77%) 

Other 3 (5.77%) 

Total 52 
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7. How many people currently live in your household? 

  Number of Response(s) 

1 12 (20.00) 

2 31 (51.67%) 

3 7 (11.67%) 

4 7 (11.67%) 

5 3 (5.00%) 

Other 14 

Total 74 

     8. Please tell us how many vehicles you own? 

  Number of Response(s) 

1 13 (23.64%) 

2 25 (45.45%) 

3 10 (18.18%) 

4 7 (12.73%) 

5 0 

More than 5 4 

Total 59 

     9.  Does anyone in your household commute to work by other types of transportation? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Bus 0 

Bicycle 9 (81.82%) 

Pedestrian (on foot) 0 

Bus & Bicycle 0 

Bus & Pedestrian 1 (9.09%) 

Bicycle & Pedestrian 1 (9.09%) 

Motorcycle 5 

Total 16 

 

10. Which category below includes your age? 

  Number of Response(s) 

18 - 20 0 

21 - 29 2 (3.33%) 

30 - 39 8 (13.33%) 

40 - 49 12 (20.00%) 

50 - 59 16 (26.67%) 

60 or older 22 (36.67%) 

Total 60 
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11. Which of the following statesments best describes your 
preferences for travel in and around the Columbus-Phenix City 
area? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Travel Alone (or with family) in 
personal automobile 42 (7.119%) 

Travel Alone in personal automobile, 
however would prefer to use public 
Transportation 8 (13.56%) 

Travel by public and/or mass transit 
(bus) 1 (1.69%) 

Travel by bicycle 8 (13.56%) 

Travel by walking 0 

Total 59 

     
12. What percentage of your travel is done by the following 
modes? 

  Average Number 

Personal Automobile 85% 

Bus 15% 

Bicycle 28% 

Pedestrian 10% 
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13. How would you rate each of the following issues. 

  Good Acceptable Not Great Unacceptable Total Average Rating 

Congestion on Major Streets 13.79% 48.28% 37.93% 0.00% 58 2.24 

Condition of major streets 
and roadways 22.41% 56.90% 18.97% 1.72% 58 2 

Travel times between places 
you commonly go 20.69% 60.34% 18.97% 0.00% 58 1.98 

Travel times when traveling 
outside our area 18.97% 55.17% 24.14% 1.72% 58 2.09 

Public transit system 
unability or convenience 1.92% 21.15% 25.00% 51.92% 52 3.27 

Specialized transit for the 
elderly and disabled 4.00% 26.00% 28.00% 42.00% 50 3.08 

Condition and availability of 
sidewalks 7.14% 21.43% 41.07% 30.36% 56 2.95 

Condition and connectivity 
of bicycle & walking trails 7.27% 18.18% 47.27% 27.27% 55 2.95 

Safety for pedestrians and 
bicyclists 3.64% 27.27% 32.73% 36.36% 55 3.02 

Directional signage on roads 10.71% 55.36% 30.36% 3.57% 56 2.27 

Directional signage on 
bicycle or pedestrian 
facilities 7.27% 30.91% 40.00% 21.82% 55 2.76 
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14. Are the following methods effective in reducing congestion and air pollution? 

  Yes Maybe Not Really No Total Average Rating 

Flexible work hours 38.18% 34.55% 23.64% 3.64% 55 1.93 

Adding or increasing parking fees 20.00% 21.82% 41.82% 16.36% 55 2.55 

Promoting ridesharing and carpooling 43.64% 30.91% 18.18% 7.27% 55 1.89 

Marketing transit use 49.09% 27.27% 14.55% 9.09% 55 1.84 

Improving and Increasing transit 
service 61.82% 20.00% 10.91% 7.27% 55 1.64 

Reducing transit fares 21.82% 47.27% 21.82% 9.09% 55 2.18 

Limiting truck access to truck routes 34.55% 38.18% 23.64% 3.64% 55 1.96 

Building new roads 25.45% 25.45% 23.64% 25.45% 55 2.49 

Widening existing roads 41.07% 23.21% 16.07% 19.64% 56 2.14 

Building dedicated carpool lanes 25.93% 31.48% 31.48% 11.11% 54 2.28 

Building dedicated lanes for transit 31.48% 40.74% 18.52% 9.26% 54 2.06 

Increasing the number of transit stops 32.73% 47.27% 12.73% 7.27% 55 1.95 

Building dedicated bicycle lanes along 
roads 55.36% 25.00% 12.50% 7.14% 56 1.71 

Building dedicated pedestrian access 
lanes on roads 51.85% 25.93% 14.81% 7.41% 54 1.78 

Reducing the number of lanes to 
accommodate bicycles and 
pedestrians 32.08% 46.42% 22.64% 18.87% 53 2.28 
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15. Please rate each of the following? 

  

Emphasize 
strongly as a 

priority 

Keep this 
near the 

top of the 
list 

Keep this 
on the list, 
but near 

the 
bottom 

Don't 
bother Total Average Rating 

Widening existing roads 33.33% 28.07% 22.81% 15.79% 57 2.21 

Maintenance of existing roads 50.00% 37.50% 12.50% 0.00% 56 1.63 

Constructing of new roads and 
highways 16.07% 19.64% 35.71% 28.57% 56 2.77 

Safety improvements at 
intersections 37.50% 41.07% 17.86% 3.57% 56 1.88 

Improving traffic flow at 
intersections with construction of 
roundabouts 35.71% 37.50% 12.50% 14.29% 56 2.05 

Improving traffic flow at 
intersections with 
reconfiguration of traffic patterns 32.14% 33.93% 21.43% 12.50% 56 2.14 

Improving traffic flow at 
intersections with 
reprogramming traffic signals 46.43% 30.36% 16.07% 7.14% 56 1.84 

Constructing more bicycle and 
pedestrian paths 59.65% 14.04% 17.54% 8.77% 57 1.75 

Restructuring existing roadways 
to accommodate more bicycle 
and pedestrian use 59.65% 12.28% 17.54% 10.53% 57 1.79 

Expand bus/transit service for 
rush hour commuter needs 50.00% 23.21% 17.86% 8.93% 56 1.86 

Expand bus/transit service for 
the elderly and disabled 
population 50.00% 30.36% 12.50% 7.14% 56 1.77 

Develop light rail transit 36.36% 30.91% 18.18% 14.55% 55 2.11 
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16. Select your top four priorities for transportation funding in the Columbus Phenix City Metropolitan Area. 

  
Most 

Important Important 
Somewhat 
Important 

Important, 
but the 

least of the 
four Total Average Rating 

Maintain existing street system 38.10% 9.52% 23.81% 28.57% 21 2.43 

Reduce automobile traffic and 
speed in neighborhoods 28.57% 42.86% 14.29% 14.29% 7 2.14 

Enhance traffic flow and reduce 
congestion 27.78% 22.22% 27.78% 22.22% 18 2.44 

Schedule more road construction 
to keep up with future demand 31.25% 18.75% 12.50% 37.50% 16 2.56 

Schedule major street 
improvements in our existing 
network 12.00% 32.00% 40.00% 16.00% 25 2.60 

Enhance the bicycle and 
pedestrian access in our existing 
system 43.33% 30.00% 10.00% 16.67% 30 2.00 

Build dedicated bicycle and 
pedestrian access facilities 20.69% 41.38% 31.03% 6.90% 29 2.24 

Construct new sidewalks 15.15% 27.27% 33.33% 24.24% 33 2.67 

Increase the number of bus routes 
and extend the times that the 
system operates daily 29.17% 8.33% 12.50% 50.00% 24 2.83 
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17. How would you rate your satisfaction with the following aspects of the area's transportation system? 

  
Very 

Satisfied 
Moderately 

Satisfied 
Neutral/don't 

care 
Somewhat 
displeased 

Very 
Unsatisfied Total 

Average 
Rating 

Roads 16.36% 63.64% 10.91% 3.64% 5.45% 55 2.18 

Sidewalks 3.64% 32.73% 16.36% 29.09% 18.18% 55 3.25 

Bicycle Facilities 3.64% 21.82% 30.91% 23.64% 20.00% 55 3.35 

Parking for Automobiles 18.52% 40.74% 18.52% 16.67% 5.56% 54 2.50 

Parking for bicycles 3.77% 26.42% 33.96% 20.75% 15.09% 53 3.17 

Intersections 5.56% 33.33% 29.63% 25.93% 5.56% 54 2.93 

Traffic Signal Timing 5.56% 31.48% 18.52% 24.07% 20.37% 54 3.22 

Traffic / Congestions 7.55% 28.30% 32.08% 28.30% 3.77% 53 2.92 

Bus Routes 3.77% 11.32% 35.85% 30.19% 18.87% 53 3.49 

Interstate System Access 27.78% 42.59% 22.22% 3.70% 3.70% 54 2.13 

Multi-Use Trails 12.73% 34.55% 32.73% 20.00% 0.00% 55 2.60 

Carpool Opportunity 3.70% 9.26% 61.11% 16.67% 9.26% 54 3.19 

 

 

18. How do you suggest the C-PCMPO prioritize our limited funding optiions when considering our needs? 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Total 

Averag
e 
Ranking 

Roads 35.71% 8.93% 8.93% 
10.71

% 
16.07

% 8.93% 8.93% 1.79% 0.00% 56 6.66 

Sidewalks 12.50% 21.43% 
17.86

% 
19.64

% 0.00% 
10.71

% 
10.71

% 5.36% 1.79% 56 6.14 

Trails 19.64% 12.50% 8.93% 
12.50

% 
10.71

% 1.79% 
10.71

% 
10.71

% 
12.50

% 56 5.41 

Intersections 5.36% 14.29% 
10.71

% 
21.43

% 
16.07

% 
19.64

% 3.57% 5.36% 3.57% 56 5.50 

Traffic Signal 
timing 8.93% 7.14% 

17.86
% 5.36% 

21.43
% 

16.07
% 12.5 7.14% 3.57% 56 5.21 

Bus Routes 8.93% 8.93% 
14.29

% 5.36% 5.36% 
21.43

% 12.5 
12.50

% 
10.71

% 56 4.70 

Interstate 
System 1.79% 3.57% 3.57% 5.36% 5.36% 8.93% 32.14 

21.43
% 

17.86
% 56 3.21 

Road 
Widening 3.57% 16.07% 8.93% 3.57% 

10.71
% 3.57% 1.79 

32.14
% 

19.64
% 56 4.02 

Fixing 
potholes 3.57% 7.14% 8.93% 

16.07
% 

14.29
% 8.93% 7.14% 3.57% 

30.36
% 1 0.04 
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19. Which of the following taxes are appropriate for 
funding transportation improvements? 

     
Number of 

Response(s) 

Motor Vehicle excise tax 56.36% 

Vehicle license fees 47.27% 

Local property tax 14.55% 

Motor Fuel Tax (gas tax) 67.27% 

Sales tax on fuel 54.55% 

State levied property tax 3.64% 

Drivers license fees 40.00% 

Vehicle registration fees 56.36% 

Weight fees on trucks 67.27% 

Tolls on Roads 49.09% 

Franchise fees on petroleum products 29.06% 

State general funds 18.18% 

Taxes on goods transported by 
tonnage 25.45% 

Local option property tax 9.09% 

Transportation Special Option Sales 
Tax (TSPLOST) 50.91% 

Dealer/Manufacturing taxes 14.55% 

Commuter tax 25.45% 

Special parking fees 32.73% 

Special fees on developers 32.73% 

Do not support a tax increment to 
fund transportation improvements 5.45% 

 

20. Do you think that private developers should help pay 
for mitigating the effects that their developments might 
have on the transportation network? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Yes 40 (72.73%) 

No 10 (18.18%) 

Unsure 5 (9.09%) 

Total 55 
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21. What observations do you have regarding school students and their use of our 
transportation system. 

  Yes No 
No 

opinion 
Total 

Respondents 

Too much reliance on 
private vehicles 65.45% 18.18% 16.36% 55 

Many would walk or bike to 
school if it were practical & 
safe 74.55% 14.55% 10.91% 55 

Most seem to ride the 
school bus (system is 
sufficient) 30.91% 40.00% 29.09% 55 

More people should walk or 
bike to school 68.52% 12.96% 18.52% 54 

Other 16.67% 0.00% 83.33% 6 

 

 

22. How often do you use public transportation (METRA 
in Columbus or PEX in Phenix City/Lee County)? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Daily 1 (3.45%) 

Twice a Week 1 (1.72%) 

Once a Week 1 (1.72%) 

Once a Month  1 (1.72%) 

Seldom 6 (10.34%) 

Never 47 (81.03%) 

Total 58 

 

23. If you seldom or never use METRA or PEX, please 
choose the answer that best describes your reason. 

  Number of Response(s) 

Cost 2 (3.77%) 

Convenience 25 (47.17%) 

Schedule 2 (3.77%) 

Route 11 (20.75%) 

Security 2 (3.77%) 

Travel Time 4 (7.55%) 

Distance 1 (1.89%) 

Bus Stop/Transfer location 6 (11.32%) 

Total 53 
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24. What projects would you suggest we consider for adding capacity to our existing road system?  Please 
state which road, specifically, and in what direction, along what corridor, between what streets, etc. 

1. We need a system of bike lanes and better system of sidewalks. 
2. More roundabouts, congested intersections of Highway 26 and 520. 
3. More and more teenagers are using scooters and skateboards as a means of transportation in 

Chattahoochee County. Bicycle and or skateboard paths would help keep our teenagers safely off roads. 
4. Bicycle and pedestrian trail on the old rail road tracks and a streetscape project anywhere in Cusseta. 
5. Pave Manta Road from Hwy 520 to Liberty Hill Road. Pave Gordy Mill Pond Road form Hwy 137 to Manta 

Road. Cross over on Hwy 520 at Trotters Ridge Road. Build a weigh station at the intersection of Hwy 26 
and 520. 

6. I-185 
7. Gordy Mill Pond Road and Manta Road paved. Several homes or housing subdivisions have developed on 

these roads increasing the traffic and school bus stops. 
8. Raise the drains at the intersections of Broad Street (a few areas), Broad Street, Anderson, Pine and 

Osteen Street, make the intersection of King Street and Hwy 26 wider for school buses to turn and not 
tear up the shoulder of the road, permanent fix, please, Hwy 26E at the Marion/Chattahoochee County 
line. Please make the shoulder steadier for heavy duty vehicles to pull of the shoulder safely (such as a 
school bus). 

9. Work in a transportation system from the counties of Columbus, which does not have to be daily. Four 
times a week is acceptable. Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Counties need roads to Columbus 
and provide the counties with Right-of-Ways, Acceleration lanes for Hwy 26, road improvements to 
improve roads for school buses, especially on Broad Street. 

10. Gordy Mill Pond Road pave or black top to Manta. 
11. Cross over at Hwy 520. 
12. Four lane widening of Hwy 26 from 520 to county line. Broad Street Streetscape from 520 to 520. 

Crossover at 520 at Revere. 
13. Cross over at SR 520 & Trotters Ridge Road.  Acceleration and Deceleration lanes on SR 26. 
14. Pave Manta Road from Hwy 520 to Liberty Hill Road, Pave Gordy Mill Pond Road, Acceleration and 

Deceleration lanes on SR 26, Crossover @ SR 520 and Trotters Ridge Road. 
15. US 27/GA 520 
16. More sharrows along Buena Vista and St. Mary’s Roads or more dedicated bicycle paths along these 

roads. 
17. Bike lanes along Macon Road from Cross Country Plaza to downtown. 
18. Connect River walk and Fall Line Trace. 
19. Reduce University, Edgewood, Cherokee and 13th Street to three lanes and add bike lanes and pedestrian 

access. 
20. Miller Road off of Woodruff Farm Road needs better traffic flow. 
21. Sidewalks should be made a priority. 
22. Roundabouts everywhere. 
23. You are already widening the roads I would have suggested. 
24. Relieve congestion by making two changes to traffic lights; first – coordinate timing on major streets; and 

second – have more quick change lights at less busy intersections like the light at Edgewood and Sue 
Mack. 

25. 2nd Avenue between the interstate exit ramps and the TSYS campus is often congested and could use 
added capacity, specifically the light at Manchester and 2nd cannot handle the traffic flow efficiently; 
Double Churches Road between Whitesville and Fortson Roads is also congested specifically during peak 
transit time and near the Palms Apartments. 
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26. Widening North Columbus roads: Double Churches, Whitesville, Mobley, and North Veteran’s Pkwy.  
27. There is no good bike route to get from the north side of town to downtown via a bicycle, ie Columbus 

Park Crossing to uptown. 
28. Whittlesey, Williams, and Gateway Roads 
29. Veterans Parkway up through Harris County. I-185 should be extended to Florida. I-15 proposal should be 

a huge priority. 
 

30. Don’t know 
31. Sidewalks on Veteran’s, Schomburg, Moon, Williams, Airport Thruway, and Warm Springs Roads. 
32. None 
33. Bradley Park exit. 
34. Second Avenue, Veteran’s Parkway – North Columbus in general. 
35. Road diet for 13th Street to accommodate bikes and pedestrians and connect to the river. 
36. Unsure 
37. Third lane on Manchester Expressway east from Reese Road. Third lane on Veteran’s Parkway from 

Manchester Expressway north. Four lanes 2nd Avenue from 13th Street to 9th Street. Eliminate left turn 
from Broadway north on 13th Street Bridge. Enlarge left turn lanes on Veteran’s Parkway from Victory 
Drive to 15th Street. 

38. Fix potholes. 
39. Schomburg exit. 
40. County Line Road always has problems. 
41. Tie the Fall Line Trace together in a safe manner. It is currently unsafe. Add more bike lanes so people 

start to expect them. 
42. Left turn signals on 13th Street between 1st & 3rd Avenue and vice versa. Red light cameras everywhere. 
43. All Traffic signals need to be timed better. The poor timing of these signals creates the majority of the 

problem.  
44. Don’t know 
45. The I-185 corridor needs to add a park & ride areas at appropriate locations to service Fort Benning 

commuters. 
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25. What projects would you suggest we consider for new roadways or new interstate ramps to be 
constructed. Please be as detailed in your response as possible, and include the nearby existing roads, as well 
as your reasoning for adding these new facilities. 

  Number of Response(s) 

For automobiles 13 (50.00%) 

For pedestrians 11 (42.31%) 

For bicyclists 18 (69.23%) 

For transit communters 9 (34.62%) 

For shared facilities (auto, pedestrian, and bicycle) 8 (30.77%) 

For Automobiles: 
1. Improve exit of JR Allen to 280/431 
2. Williams Road at I-185 needs a signal 
3. Bridge over Buena Vista Road at shopping center 
4. Black top all the way out from Red Oak 
5. Highway 520 
6. Widening the Schomburg, Blackmon, St. Mary’s Roads, and Buena Vista Overpass. 
7. Complete streets no wider than necessary. 
8. Widening the exits on to Moon Road on JR Allen Parkway. 
9. Why does Columbus ruin every road they redo by making it a divided 4-lane road? 
10. Improvement to the JR Allen interchanges, additional lane or additional entrance/exit lanes at 

Schomburg Road or add a far eastern loop like the JR Allen, to adjoin counties. 
11. Fix potholes. 

 
For Pedestrians: 

1. Sidewalks on all roads 
2. More facilities 
3. Sidewalks everywhere. It seems no two areas of Columbus have joining sidewalks. 
4. Veterans Parkway, for example has no crosswalks for miles at a stretch. 
5. Miller Road off Woodruff Farm Road needs to have sidewalks. There are already a few crosswalks, 

however no sidewalk. The project seems to have never been completed. 
6. Sidewalks 
7. Not enough sidewalks on certain road like Moon and Weems. 
8. Sidewalks with protection from vehicles when possible. 
9. Sidewalks along all major roadways, other than limited access like I-185 or JR Allen. 
10. Sidewalks for every school leading to the school. 
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For Bicyclists: 

1. Dedicated bike lanes. 
2. More Facilities, safer Fall Line Trace to Billings Crossing Connector. 
3. Bike lane on Cherokee  
4. More Sharrows between East & West Corridors 
5. Safe, clearly defined connection between Fall Line Trace and Riverwalk 
6. Connect Riverwalk to Fall Line Trace 
7. Follow the Alternative Transportation Study. Connect the Fall Line Trace to residential & commercial 

destinations. For example, make the short connection between Billings Crossing and the Trace. 
8. There are plenty of areas for bicyclist now. 
9. Spurs connecting Fall Line Trace and Riverwalk trails to shopping areas, particularly grocery and drug 

stores and dining. 
10. More dedicated bike lanes throughout town would increase safety and encourage transit via bicycle. 

The only dedicated bike lane that I know of is over the Dillingham Street Bridge. That is 
unacceptable in a town with a burgeoning cycling culture. 

11. Too many intersections are hard to navigate by bike. 
12. Not sure. 
13. Protected bike lanes, bike boxes at intersections. 
14. Bike lanes on Veterans. 
15. Either parallel trail to Veterans and Expressway or bike lanes. 
16. Bike lane is needed on Warm Springs Road to connect to the trail. 
17. Yes. 
18. There also needs to be a safe bicycle corridor to extend from the Lee County end of Phenix City 

generally along Summerville Road so that it connects with the River Walk bicycle trail. This would 
facilitate cycle travel to Phenix City and Columbus downtown areas and Fort Benning. 

 
For Transit Commuters: 

1. Public Transit for Chattahoochee County to Columbus. 
2. Need more buses or shorter commuting times to the Major Shopping centers.  
3. Maybe BRT? 
4. More stops, more destinations and better schedule. 
5. Cross town routes and better publicity. 
6. Rail transit is much more effective than bus, so have one train that goes north to south and another 

east to west. 
7. Not sure. 
8. More routes and transfer stations, longer hours. 
9. More park and ride at outlaying entry points. 

 
For shared facilities, auto, pedestrian, and bicycle: 

1. More facilities. 
2. See above comments. 
3. Sidewalks from surrounding neighborhoods to grocery stores. 
4. Bike lanes on Linwood, Hamilton, 17th Street, North Lumpkin, Cusseta, Edgewood, University, 

Cherokee, and 13th Street for starters. 
5. Driver education, cycling would be better if drivers were more educated. 
6. Not sure. 
7. Well designed streets that dignify all forms of travel. 
8. More parking and connectivity to existing trails and neighborhoods. 
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1.  

Long Range Transportation Public Comment Survey for the Visually impaired. 

 

1. In which zip code do you reside? 

Zip Code 
Number of 

Response(s) 

31907 1 

31826 1 

31822 1 

Other   

No responses   

Total 3 

 

2. In which zip code do you work? 

Zip Code 
Number of 

Response(s) 

31907 1 

31904 2 

Other   

No responses   

Total 3 

 

3. Approximately how many miles do you drive from home to work each day? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Less than ten (10) Miles 1 

Ten (10) to Nineteen (19) Miles   

Twenty (20) to Twenty-Nine (29) Miles   

More than Thirty (30) Miles   

No Responses   

Total 1 

 

4. How far is your commute to and from work? (Round Trip) 

  Number of Response(s) 

Less than five (5)  Miles 0 

Five (5) to Ten (10) Miles 1 

Ten (10) to Twenty (20) Miles 1 

Twenty (20) to Thirty (30) Miles 0 

Thirty (30) Miles or More 0 

Total 2 
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5. How do you usually get to work? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Driving Alone 1 

Carpool 0 

Walk 0 

Bike 0 

METRA or PEX 1 

Total 2 

 

6. What Time do you usually leave home for work or school? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Before 6:00 am 0 

6:00 am - 6:29 am 1 

6:39 am - 6:59 am 0 

7:00 am - 7:29 am 0 

7:30 am - 7:59 am 0 

8:00 am - 8:29 am 0 

8:30 am - 8:59 am 0 

9:00 am - 9:29 am 0 

9:30 am - 10:00 am 0 

Other 1 

Total 2 

 

7. How many people currently live in your household? 

  Number of Response(s) 

1 0 

2 0 

3 1 

4 1 

5 0 

Other 0 

Total 2 

 

8. Please tell us how many vehicles you own? 

  Number of Response(s) 

1 1 

2 0 

3 1 

4 1 

5 0 

More than 5 0 

Total 3 
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9. Does anyone in your household commute to work by other types of transportation? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Bus 2 

Bicycle 0 

Pedestrian (on foot) 0 

Bus & Bicycle 0 

Bus & Pedestrian 0 

Bicycle & Pedestrian 0 

Motorcycle 0 

Total 2 

 

10. Which category below includes your age? 

  Number of Response(s) 

18 - 20 0 

21 - 29 1 

30 - 39 0 

40 - 49 0 

50 - 59 0 

60 or older 1 

Total 2 

 

11. Which of the following statements best describes your 
preferences for travel in and around the Columbus-Phenix 
City area? 

  Number of Response(s) 

Travel Alone (or with family) in 
personal automobile 0 

Travel Alone in personal 
automobile, however would 
prefer to use public 
Transportation 1 

Travel by public and/or mass 
transit (bus) 1 

Travel by bicycle 0 

Travel by walking 0 

Total 2 
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12. What percentage of your travel is done by the following 
modes? 

  Average Number 

Personal Automobile 2 (55%) 

Bus 2 (45%) 

Bicycle 0% 

Pedestrian 0% 

 

 

 

13. How would you rate each of the following issues. 

  Good Acceptable Not Great Unacceptable Total 
Average 
Rating 

Congestion on Major Streets 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Condition of major streets and roadways 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Travel times between places you commonly go 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 50.00% 2 3.50 

Travel times when traveling outside our area 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 2 3.00 

Public transit system unability or convenience 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 2 3.00 

Specialized transit for the elderly and disabled 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 50.00% 2 3.50 

Condition and availability of sidewalks 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 2 2.50 

Condition and connectivity of bicycle & walking 
trails 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.50 

Safety for pedestrians and bicyclists 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Directional signage on roads 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 1 4.00 

Directional signage on bicycle or pedestrian 
facilities 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 2 2.50 
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14. Are the following methods effective in reducing congestion and air pollution? 

  Yes Maybe Not Really No Total 
Average 
Rating 

Flexible work hours 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.50 

Adding or increasing parking fees 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 2 2.50 

Promoting ridesharing and carpooling 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.00 

Marketing transit use 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Improving and Increasing transit service 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.00 

Reducing transit fares 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.00 

Limiting truck access to truck routes 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.00 

Building new roads 0.00% 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.50 

Widening existing roads 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.50 

Building dedicated carpool lanes 0.00% 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.50 

Building dedicated lanes for transit 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.50 

Increasing the number of transit stops 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.00 

Building dedicated bicycle lanes along roads 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.00 

Building dedicated pedestrian access lanes on roads 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 2 2.50 

Reducing the number of lanes to accommodate 
bicycles and pedestrians 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 2 3.00 

 

 

15. Please rate each of the following? 

  

Emphasize 
strongley as 

a priority 

Keep this 
near the 

top of the 
list 

Keep this on 
the list, but 

near the 
bottom 

Don't 
bother Total 

Average 
Rating 

Widening existing roads 0.00% 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.50 

Maintenance of existing roads 0.00% 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.50 

Constructing of new roads and highways 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 2 3.00 

Safety improvements at intersections 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Improving traffic flow at intersections with 
construction of roundabouts 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 50.00% 2 3.50 

Improving traffic flow at intersections with 
reconfiguration of traffic patterns 0.00% 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.50 

Improving traffic flow at intersections with 
reprogramming traffic signals 0.00% 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.50 

Constructing more bicycle and pedestrian paths 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Restructuring existing roadways to accommodate 
more bicycle and pedestrian use 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Expand bus/transit service for rush hour 
commuter needs 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.00 

Expand bus/transit service for the elderly and 
disabled population 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.00 

Develop light rail transit 0.00% 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.50 
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16. Select your top four priorities for transportation funding in the Columbus Phenix City Metropolitan Area. 

  
Most 

Important Important 
Somewhat 
Important 

Important, 
but the 
least of 
the four Total 

Average 
Rating 

Maintain existing street system 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0 0.00 

Reduce automobile traffic and speed in 
neighborhoods 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0 0.00 

Enhance traffic flow and reduce congestion 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0 0.00 

Schedule more road construction to keep up 
with future demand 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0 0.00 

Schedule major street improvements in our 
existing network 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0 0.00 

Enhance the bicycle and pedestrian access in our 
existing system 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 1 3.00 

Build dedicated bicycle and pedestrian access 
facilities 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 1 2.00 

Construct new sidewalks 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 1 4.00 

Increase the number of bus routes and extend 
the times that the system operates daily 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 1 1.00 

 

 

17. How would you rate your satisfaction with the following aspects of the area's transportation system? 

  
Very 

Satisfied 
Moderately 

Satisfied 
Neutral/don't 

care 
Somewhat 
displeased 

Very 
Unsatisfied Total 

Average 
Rating 

Roads 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.50 

Sidewalks 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.50 

Bicycle Facilities 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Parking for Automobiles 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Parking for bicycles 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Intersections 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 2 3.00 

Traffic Signal Timing 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 2 2.50 

Traffic / Congestions 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Bus Routes 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% 2 3.50 

Interstate System Access 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.50 

Multi-Use Trails 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 2.00 

Carpool Opportunity 50.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2 1.50 
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18. How do you suggest the C-PCMPO prioritize our limited funding optiions when considering our needs? 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Total 
Average 
Ranking 

Roads 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 1 3.00 

Sidewalks 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1 8.00 

Trails 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1 7.00 

Intersections 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1 6.00 

Traffic Signal 
timing 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 1 2.00 

Bus Routes 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1 9.00 

Interstate 
System 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 1 1.00 

Road 
Widening 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 1 4.00 

Fixing 
potholes 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1 5.00 

 

19. Which of the following taxes are appropriate for funding 
transportation improvements? 

  
Number of 

Response(s) 

Motor Vehicle excise tax 0 

Vehicle license fees 2 

Local property tax 1 

Motor Fuel Tax (gas tax) 0 

Sales tax on fuel 1 

State levied property tax 1 

Drivers license fees 1 

Vehicle registration fees 1 

Weight fees on trucks 1 

Tolls on Roads 0 

Franchise fees on petroleum products 0 

State general funds 1 

Taxes on goods transported by tonnage 1 

Local option property tax 0 

Transportation Special Option Sales Tax (TSPLOST) 2 

Dealer/Manufacturing taxes 0 

Commuter tax 0 

Special parking fees 1 

Special fees on developers 1 

Do not support a tax increment to fund transportation 
improvements 0 
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20. Do you think that private developers should help pay for mitigating the 
effects that their developments might have on the transportation network? 

  
Number of 

Response(s) 

Yes 1 (50.00%) 

No 0 (0.00%) 

Unsure 1 (50.00%) 

Total 2 

 

21. What observations do you have regarding school students and their use of our transportation system. 

  Yes No 
No 

opinion 
Total 

Respondents 

Too much reliance on private vehicles 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 2 

Many would walk or bike to school if it were practical & 
safe 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 2 

Most seem to ride the school bus (system is sufficient) 50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 2 

More people should walk or bike to school 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 2 

Other 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 2 

 

22. How often do you use public transportation (METRA in Columbus or PEX in 
Phenix City/Lee County)? 

  
Number of 

Response(s) 

Daily 0 (0.00%) 

Twice a Week 1 (50.00%) 

Once a Week 0 (0.00%) 

Once a Month  0  (0.00%) 

Seldom 0 (0.00%) 

Never 1 (50.00%) 

Total 2 
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23. If you seldom or never use METRA or PEX, please choose the answer that 
best describes your reason. 

  
Number of 

Response(s) 

Cost 0 (0.00%) 

Convenience 1 (50.00%) 

Schedule 0 (0.00%) 

Route 0 (0.00%) 

Security 0 (0.00%) 

Travel Time 1 (50.00%) 

Distance 0 (0.00%) 

Bus Stop/Transfer location 0 (0.00%) 

Total 2 

 

24. What projects would you suggest we consider for adding capacity to our existing road 
system? Please state which road, specifically, and in what direction, along what corridor, 
between what streets, etc. Please be as specific as possible.  

 

1. Whittlesey bus stop past Sams. Discourages use because of distance you have to carry 
your goods back to the bus stop and no shelter. 

 

25. What projects would you suggest we consider for new roadways or new 
interstate ramps to be constructed. Please be as detailed in your response as 
possible, and include the nearby existing roads, as well as your reasoning for 
adding these new facilities. 

  
Number of 

Response(s) 

For automobiles 2 (100.00%) 

For pedestrians 2 (100.00%) 

For bicyclists 2 (100.00%) 

For transit communters 2 (100.00%) 

For shared facilities (auto, pedestrian, and bicycle) 2 (100.00%) 

 

For automobiles: 

1. Potholes fixed. 

For Pedestrians: 

1. Fix sewer holes to bring them up to grade. 

For Bicyclists: 

1. No comments left. 

For Transit Commuters: 

1. More bus stops near shopping. 

For Shared facilities; auto, pedestrian, and bicyclists: 

1. Make more usable for travel to and from shopping or work and doctor’s offices. 
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A.7 - Public Comments Concerning Draft LRTP  

 
LRTP Public Meeting #1 

Columbus, GA Citizen’s Service Center, Council Chambers 

August 18, 2014 

5:30pm 
Staff in attendance:  Rick Jones, Lynda Temples, Verona Campbell Donna Newman, Doc Dorsey, 

Martha Santana, Will Johnson, Brian Lackey and Liz Turner. 

Citizens in attendance:  Alice Neal, William Miles, Cliff Jones, Raymond Thorn, Susan Stephenson, 

Cheryl Yatsko, Pat McHenry, William Jenkins, Susan Knight, Tracee Roberts, Mary Huie and Oree 

Crittenden. 

Rick Jones gave an introduction to the Long Range Transportation Planning process, mentioned the 

availability of the Public Comment survey on Survey Monkey.com and that we would have another 

meeting in October of this year. 

At 5:59, Rick Jones ended his presentation and asked for questions from members of the audience. 

 Susan Knight with the National Federation of the Blind, who is also an environmentalist asked 

about the possibility of METRA expanding so that it could be used to get people to the airport 

and connecting the high speed rail train that will be going to Atlanta.  She said that there is too 

much focus on roads.  Rick Jones responded that the city is now looking for funding for the 

environment phase one and two studies, and commented that it is a possibility. 

 Susan Stephenson commented on street paving and she asked why the standards are so 

terrible.  In particular, the Broadway sewer opening should be brought up to the level of 

pavement.  She also said we need to improve our bus system with is “pathetic” and doesn’t 

meet the needs of the community.  She said that most people look down on it because it is 

considered to be used only by the “lower class.”  She said the buses would be used more often 

if they ran at the time and places people need.  She lives on Double Churches Road and she is 

forced to use her car.  She said the signage for METRA is not sufficient, there is no listing of the 

timing on signs, buses should run more frequently and over more common routes and not run 

through a transfer system. 

 William Miles, who lives on Steam Mill Road, asked how often the LRTP is updated (every 5 

years) and wanted to know what the last project was done.  Rick Jones replied that the last 

project was Veterans.  Mr. Miles asked why we would take our 25 year plans and use our 

TSPLOST money to pay for it.  He said that Muscogee County should have more than 9 bus 

routes in a small area.  He said that curbs should be ADA accessible, but the city has to fund.  

As the second largest city in the state of Georgia, our curbs and sidewalks are the worst in the 

state.  Rick Jones suggested he come to the METRA study meeting on September 11 from 4-6 

pm in the Citizen Service Center Community Room 
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 Mary Huie commented that one bus to Phenix City is insufficient and not accessible for anyone 

in a wheelchair and the bus stop is not accessible.  Many people need to get to the rehab 

center in Phenix City.  Also a problem is that the PEX system shuts down at 3pm and cab fare 

is way beyond her financial means.  There needs to be a better connection for people to cross 

the Chattahoochee River from Columbus to Phenix City.  She stated that if she gets a ride (she 

is blind) that it takes 12 minutes to come from Woodruff Farm Road but it takes an hour if riding 

METRA because she is made to criss-cross the city with the current METRA route 

configuration. 

 Mr. Miles had a second question – he asked if anyone who wants to make comments, what is 

the best way.  Rick Jones explained that at 3:00 every second Tuesday of the month, there is a 

Citizen’s Advisory Commission meeting in that room (the city council chambers). 

 Tracy with the National Federation of the Blind asked what the differences are in the TSPLOST 

and the MPO funding.  Rick Jones explained that the MPO only coordinates with METRA and 

they handle their own funding.  The MPO is primarily responsible for widening roads. 

 Acie Neal, a gentleman who was in a wheelchair stated that “people like him are not 

represented” and their needs are not address in our planning.  He wanted to know where the 

needs of those in wheelchairs included in the plans.  Rick Jones stated that facilities have to be 

ADA accessible and we work for connectivity of sidewalks.  The 2005 Columbus UDO requires 

developers to install sidewalks.  Mr. Neal said we need to cut curbs like Albany did.  Rick Jones 

said that the METRA study was also looking toward connectivity of METRA stops.  Mr. Neal 

also asked what can be done to make their voice heard more clearly – specifically people in 

wheelchairs.  Rick Jones suggested he look into the Mayor’s committee for the Handicapped 

and that sidewalk cuts run through the engineering department. 

 Pat McHenry said that he was glad we have the public comment survey to give citizens an 

opportunity to express preferences.  He said that he thinks the lack of a strong grid system, plus 

large arterials and a barrier in the Chattahoochee is difficult to find ways to cross safely.  He 

asked why we continue to build cul-de-sacs that are not easily accessible.  Rick Jones replied 

that the market decides what is built but that we are seeing a reverse in that trend now.  PUDs 

are becoming the trend and all-inclusive neighborhoods. 

 Susan Stephenson expressed her disappointment that Williams Road is only going to a 3-lane 

and that displays a lack of fore-thought.  She suggests that it would be best and cheaper to buy 

the right of way and build it now to four lanes rather than later when right of way is more 

expensive (similar to Moon Road which should have been done as a 4-lane to begin with).  She 

asked why would we want to play catch-up and why not plan ahead?  She suggested that even 

if we are not building four lanes, that we should purchase right of way for four lanes.  Rick 

Jones commented that from Veterans to Fortson, the ROW was acquired for four lanes.  From 

Fortson to 185, it has not. 

At that time, we reached 7:00 pm; Rick Jones thanked everyone for coming and ended the meeting. 
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LRTP Public Meeting #2 

Cusseta, GA, Neighborhood Center 

August 19, 2014 

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Staff present:  Rick Jones, Lynda Temples and Verona Campbell 

Citizens present: Walter Rosso, Jim Lawrence, Donal Moore, Ronald Hoard, Gerald Douglas, Jeanette 

Cameron, Cornelia King, Walter Miller, Retha Allen, Pamela Burgamy, Beverly Riley, James Bowden, 

Andrew Thomas, Darryl Jones, James Nelson, Nixon Maxey, Thoas Weaver, Sue Rasso, Glynn 

Cagter, Dallas Janbowski, Al Tatum, Carol Greer, Susie M. Garner, Minnie Tomas, Gene Burgamy. 

At 5:30, Rick Jones began an introduction for the meeting explaining the boundaries of the MPO, 

TSPLOST funding, explained the list of projects in the LRTP, which represent the projects we want 

and how we are going to pay for them, that the process of planning for transportation improvements 

requires that a project be listed in the LRTP first and that that LRTP can be amended at any time.  He 

talked about an accelerated project at Buena Vista and I185, and bringing the completion of ROW to 

the forefront. 

The following comments and questions were put forth by the participants 

  Why are there no projects listed in Chattahoochee County?  Rick Jones explained that 

traditionally, the match money was not available in Chattahoochee County. 

 Along Highway 26 from 520 over to county Line Road, they need to install acceleration and 

deceleration lanes.  They also need to pave dirt trails that go up to the subdivisions. 

 Public transportation, where does that funding come from?  Rick answered that it comes from a 

separate funding agency than for roads. 

 Someone asked if they are surveying to put a new exit to enter past Fort Benning, Rick 

explained that was coming from TSPLOST funding. 

 A participant asked how they could get projects in Cusseta, when they get 33million per year 

from the GA MPO.  Rick explained that the 33 million per year represents the 80% that Federal 

Highway makes available for projects in Chattahoochee County. 

 A participant stated that road turns need to be improved because it was a safety issue for 84-

passenger school busses. 

 Another participant said that Broad Street and Anderson, Broad Street and Pine as well as 

Broad Street and Osteen are three intersections that are dangerous for school buses. 

 Another participant asked about the availability of funds for  a streetscape project  and asked 

why it takes so long (5-6 years) to do a project. 

 A participant asked, if they have the matching funds, how long would a project take?  Also, they 

asked if the share of funds from TSPLOST could be used for their FHWA match or to purchase 

ROW, etc.  Yes, they can. 
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 Rick Jones explained that Federal Highway money could not be used on private land.  It can be 

used to purchase ROW and to clear title, that purchase of ROW for emergency vehicles to use 

and to maintain roads, TSPLOST funding can be used to buy those 

 A participant asked if property can be dedicated or donated for right of way, then it is taken off 

our your taxes or if a local government can pay you outright for the title. 

 A participant asked who puts projects on the LRTP list.  Rick explained that anyone in the public 

can nominate a project by sending us a message, calling us or filling out our survey 

 A participant expressed concern over the lack of road safety for bicyclists and skateboarders as 

many of their young people ride on the roads and it is unsafe for them. 

 A participant in a wheel chair stated that transportation back to Columbus for medical care or to 

rehabilitation facilities was substandard.  There was no way to go there except by private car 

and they need public transportation for those necessities. 

LRTP Public Meeting #3 

Phenix City, AL Idle Hour Park (for Lee and Russell Counties) 

August 21, 2014 

5:30 pm 

 

Staff present:  Rick Jones, Felton Grant, Lynda Temples and Verona Campbell 

Citizens present: Stephen Smith, Angel Moore, Wallace Hunter, Gail Head, Eddie Lowe, Jay O’Neal, 

Arthur Day 

At 5:30, Rick Jones began a presentation of the LRTP process to the individuals assembled.   He 

asked for audience feedback.  He explained that the LRTP process had been in place for 40 years and 

that the MPO was a funding mechanism set up by the FHWA, not a part of CCG.  Every five years the 

LRTP is updated. The MPO is responsible for planning the funding for 5 counties (or parts thereof).  

Once the LRTP is completed, we will present to city council for approval.  All that must be done to 

have a project included in the LRTP is for someone to suggest it.  In Alabama, there is an 80/20 

match.  The 20% project match must come from the local government.  Rick indicated the maps 

behind him and the GDOT modeling on them. 

Questions were solicited from the audience: 

 There needs to be more accessible sidewalks and roadways for the blind or visually impaired or 

for the handicapped in general.  There is a problem with the availability of transit to and from 

healthcare facilities, especially between Columbus and Phenix City. 

 A participant asked who decides the priority of the projects.  Rick replied that the priority is set 

in the TIP and is set by MAP21 criteria. 

 A participant asked Rick to explain who the matching with ALDOT was done.  Exit 280 and JR 

Allen Parkway needs to be looked at.  Rick Jones said we can use this to initiate a study but the 

match of 205 is still required. 

 A participant asked about the repair of sidewalks which are needed for the visually impaired or 

blind and for the handicapped in general.  He asked what could be done to put sidewalks where 

they do not currently exist.  He would like to propose that be a project, a sidewalk study. 
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 A participant said that the visually impaired individuals who are walking need sidewalks. 

 A participant asked how in Alabama funding is done in Lee and Russell counties.  Lynda 

explained that the counties get money from ALDOT and that Phenix City contributes also. 

 Angel Moore, Phenix City Engineer asked Rick to explain how they can be sure they get 

projects into the LRTP. 

At 6:03 pm, Rick Jones said we would be back for a second round of public meetings.  At that time, the 

formal presentation ended and questions were asked about some potential projects. 

 

LRTP Public Meeting #4 

Citizen’s Service Center, Council Chambers, Columbus, Georgia 

November 3, 2014 

5:30pm 

 

Staff in attendance:  Rick Jones, Lynda Temples, Felton Grant  

Citizens in attendance:  Due to the absence of citizens, meeting was adjourned at 6:00 pm 

 

LRTP Public Meeting #5 

Idle Hour Park, Phenix City, Alabama 

 November 4, 2014 

5:30 pm 

 

Staff present:  Rick Jones, Felton Grant, Lynda Temples  

Citizens present:  Angel Moore, Michael Patillo 

Due to the absence of citizens, meeting was adjourned at 6:00 pm 

 
LRTP Public Meeting #6 

Neighborhood Center, Cusseta, Georgia 

November 6, 2014 

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 

 

Staff present:  Rick Jones, Lynda Temples and Felton Grant 

Citizens present: Walter Rosso, Gerald Douglas, J Henry Nelson, Thomas Weaver, Sue Rosso, 

Thomas Bickel. 

At 5:30, Rick Jones began an introduction for the meeting explaining the financial portion of the LRTP 

to include a streetscape project for downtown Cusseta.  Discussion centered on the list of projects that 

were presented to the MPO staff during the August open house meetings.  Mr. Jones explained that 

the LRTP is a living document and that it can be amended at anytime to include additional projects.  

Meeting was adjourned at 6:15 pm 
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Verona,  

Good morning! I have attached the shapefile for the routes.  It should be pretty cut and dry but if you have any 
questions please give me a call. 
After my meeting on Monday with our Trail Project team, I have been asked to prepare more information for our 
Senior Staff and then also present the detailed information for recommendation for the LRTP.  I was told to wait 
to send you a short description until after that meeting.  If you have questions just give me a call though! 
The attached shapefile was created by selecting our existing sewer mains that run in those areas.  Please keep 
in mind that these locations have not been GPSed or verified in the field.  It is simply a conceptual plan that we 
are still working on.  The shapefile does have details such as bridge crossings, train track crossings, etc.   
I am heading to lunch now but please let me know if you have any questions this afternoon. 
-Victoria   
Victoria Barrett 
GIS Specialist 
Columbus Water Works 
P.O. Box 1600 
1421 Veterans Parkway 
Columbus, GA 31902 
vbarrett@cwwga.org 
(706)649.3476 
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From:        Ken Henson Jr <ken@kenhensonjr.com>  

To:        ltemples@columbusga.org, Verona Campbell <vcampbell@columbusga.org>,  

Date:        08/29/2014 05:21 PM  

Subject:        Bike lane/trail end of Fall line trace idea  

Running a bike lane on both sides of Linwood that does not start or connect may not be a good idea if it does 

not fit in a plan and maybe this is apart of that plan.I think that Linda showed me a plan at last meeting that 

extended Fall line trace from 10th Ave to Linwood to 15th  st to 1st ave to 14th st.Maybe when the consultant 

comes,he can make it fit and connect.If the lanes are on each side of Linwood then you have a  real problem 

crossing at Tenth and Linwood as you head out of downtown. 

You might be able to do this now and have an 8 to 10 foot continuation of trail if you  eliminate one lane on 10th 

Ave and go from 5 to 4 from where Fall line crosses.You might put both lanes on one side and extend a 8 to 10 

foot dual lane using West side of Tenth Ave to North side of Linwood.Use 8 to 10 feet on North side of Linwood 

and the 8 to 10 feet ton North side of 15th St and  then east side of !st Ave in front of TSYS.I do no know the 

exact width of these streets but it looked like Linwood ,15th and 1st were all wide enough.And if they are not 

wide enough now,there is sufficient right of way. 

Have a great weekend 

From: "Digioia, Katelyn L" <KDigioia@dot.ga.gov> 
To: "RJones@columbusga.org" <RJones@columbusga.org>, "Presley, Michael" 

<mpresley@dot.ga.gov>, "DDorsey@columbusga.org" <DDorsey@columbusga.org>, 
"DArrington@columbusga.org" <DArrington@columbusga.org>, "IHugley@columbusga.org" 
<IHugley@columbusga.org>, "Howell, Chase" <CHowell@dot.ga.gov>, "Woods, Dan" 
<dwoods@dot.ga.gov>, "Howell, Thomas" <thowell@dot.ga.gov>,  

Cc: "info@georgiabikes.org" <info@georgiabikes.org>, "Werho, Ken" <kwerho@dot.ga.gov> 
Date: 09/18/2014 11:43 AM 
Subject: Victory Drive Bike Lanes 
All- 
I was excited to hear about Columbus’s vision for bike lanes on Victory Street yesterday from Michael Presley. 
Raised bike lanes have been implemented in the U.S. before—there is actually one being designed for Decatur, 
Georgia right now. Drainage must be carefully considered when installing these, but it can definitely be done. 
Raised bike lanes fall into a broader category of separated (or protected) bike lanes—bike lanes that are 
separated either by elevating the bike lane itself, by putting in an elevated median between the regular travel 
lanes and the at-grade bike lane, by installing bollards, or even with planter strips.  
In moving forward with this project it will be good to identify what Columbus wants and make sure that we find 
the best treatment for each segment of the roadway.  I believe the desire is for a separated/protected bicycle 
facility on Victory Street connecting the Oxbow/ South Lumpkin Trail area to the downtown and Riverfront. For 
some segments of the road this may be achieved with the raised bike lane but for other segments (especially to 
the south of the corridor where we have 8 feet of paved shoulder to work with) a median-separated bike lane or 
other treatment could be best, and provide even more protection for cyclists with less of an impact to drainage. 
I am looking forward to following up on this, feel free to contact me with any questions. Also, the FHWA will be 
publishing a report on separated bike lanes (including raised bike lanes and other treatments) next month—I 
can share this once it is available. 
Thanks! 
Katelyn DiGioia 
State Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
Office of Traffic Operations | Safety 
kdigioia@dot.ga.gov 
Desk: 404.635.2834 
Fax: 404.635.2960 
 935 East Confederate Avenue 
Building 24 | Floor 2 
Atlanta, Georgia 30316-2531 

mailto:ken@kenhensonjr.com
mailto:ltemples@columbusga.org
mailto:vcampbell@columbusga.org
mailto:kdigioia@dot.ga.gov


C-PCMPO 2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN  

294 
 

 
 
 
From: Tracee Roberts <pinemtntmr@aol.com> 
To: vcampbell@columbusga.org,  
Date: 09/04/2014 12:27 PM 
Subject: Fwd: For blind bus riders, a new app boosts independence 
Verona 
I thought you might enjoy reading this. It will give you an idea of Transportation push not only for the state but 
also national. These apps work with having safe access (sidewalks) and crosswalks to bus stops as well as the 
bus stops safely accessing business. Its also interesting to see what other cities are doing successfully 
connecting with Urban and Rural areas. 
Tracee 
  
From: Marc Wilkerson <mkw84@bellsouth.net> 
To: georgia-statewide-coalition-on-blindness <georgia-statewide-coalition-on-blindness@googlegroups.com> 
Sent: Thu, Sep 4, 2014 11:24 am 
Subject: For blind bus riders, a new app boosts independence 
The app, called StopInfo, is integrated into a popular existing app called OneBusAway that gives real time 
information on the location of city buses. StopInfo adds details that help blind riders find the bus stop.  
“When a user wants detailed information about a transit stop, he or she touches a button and the system 
displays details, such as where the stop is in relation to street intersections, whether there is a bench and trash 
can, what the shape of the sign pole is . . . This information can be read out loud for blind users of the phone, 
using VoiceOver mode,” explained Alan Borning in email to Reuters Health. 
Borning is a professor at the University of Washington. His graduate students created the new application. 
While StopInfo sources most of its information from the King County Metro database, it also relies on 
information from community users, blind and otherwise. To make sure the information added by users is correct, 
the app uses a voting system, where each submission counts as a vote. To be verified, a submission must have 
at least three votes and 75% of submissions must be in agreement.  
StopInfo is freely available and runs on iOS (iPhone), Android, and Windows Phone platforms, and also via 
SMS, interactive voice response, and the Web.  
It's been widely used, according to Caitlin Bonnar, one of the app's creators.  
She told Reuters Health by email that StopInfo “is accessed, on average, around a thousand times a day since 
we launched in late February, indicating that it is also used by the general population. We have received around 
1,300 information submissions for 845 unique bus stops around Seattle since then.” 
With StopInfo gaining in popularity, its creators recruited six middle-aged users for a small study of how it 
affects the way blind people travel. Three participants were completely blind; the others had varying levels of 
usable vision. Four lived in Seattle suburbs, while two lived in urban centers.  
The results, which will be presented at the Association for Computing Machinery’s annual conference in 
October and are reported in the Association’s Assets '14 publication, show that StopInfo is generally helpful for 
blind riders and can promote spontaneous and unfamiliar travel. 
The study lasted about five weeks, during which participants were asked to fill out web forms with details of 10 
to 20 trips they took during that period.  
The participants were already skilled at traveling independently and using smartphones, and so the researchers 
note that they may not reflect the general population. 
Borning says participants, “found the system usable and the information helpful . . . All participants said they 
would continue using StopInfo after the study.”  
He and his students were most interested in three elements: usability, independence and safety. Independence 
was particularly important, as this is a constant struggle for blind people and was rated as very important by 
participants. 
The results suggest that the app supports independence. Participants said on 29 (38%) of their web forms that 
they would not normally have attempted the trip they were taking and consulted StopInfo on 26 (89%) of these 
trips. 
StopInfo did not significantly affect feelings of safety, however – and the researchers fear users might feel 
vulnerable to mugging while using their smartphones in public. 
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In on-foot audits, the researchers found that the app’s information was 100% accurate in nearly all categories. 
Jeff Switzer, of the King County Department of Transportation, told Reuters Health by email that his department 
has worked with the creators “to put measures in place that can monitor the system and bring any data 
vandalism to their attention for follow-up and correction.” 
 
Although its companion app, OneBusAway, operates in several cities across the country, StopInfo is currently 
limited to the Seattle area. Borning, who was also involved in creating OneBusAway, feels that for now, StopInfo 
is best kept as a pilot program. It needs to be evaluated over a longer period, he said, “to see how useful it is for 
a larger number of people, to see whether we can sustain participation in entering and verifying information, and 
to see how well it fits with transit agency operations.” 
Marion Hersh of the University of Glasgow in Scotland, who studies assistive technology and disability but was 
not involved in the new research, agrees. She emphasizes the importance of standardizing the app across the 
transit systems of different cities so that blind people can move between them easily. Ideally, the system would 
“work at all bus stops preferably worldwide,” Hersh told Reuters Health by email.  
 

Borning is optimistic about these kinds of tools. “We are in an exciting time for supporting the independence of 
blind and low vision people -- and people with disabilities more generally - using off-the-shelf technology like 
smart phones,” he said. 
SOURCE: bit.ly/1p6crD3 ASSETS ‘14, August 18, 2014.  
-----Forwarded by Mike Baker/Columbusga on 08/20/2014 09:14AM ----- 

 

To: mbaker@columbusga.org 

From: Tracee Roberts <pinemtntmr@aol.com> 

Date: 08/19/2014 10:29PM 

Subject: Transportation meeting question 

Mr. Baker  

After attending the transportation meeting Monday night I was given a site to pass on for the survey. For non 

print readers. Do you have the access code to take the Survey monkey  survey. At the transportation meeting 

the planning team told us the survey would be available for the blind community to take. When I pulled up the 

site it ask for a code. I looked over the paper work and the printed survey handed out there was no information 

for the survey monkey. Also do you have the ladies name that was on the team she has dark brown short 

straight hair and glasses? I was talking to her and went to get a pen and paper and got side tracked by 

someone else after that I did not remember seeing her again. I wanted to apologize things got a little crazy. 

Thank you for your time and patients to explain materials that were in print.  

Tracee Roberts 

 
By email: September 30, 2014 

 
Bicycle Columbus' Comments for the Long Range Transportation Plan 
Bicycle Columbus strongly supports making Columbus a city whose infrastructure is built on a human scale and 

not exclusively on the scale of the automobile. The mission of our organization is to promote bicycling, but BC 

fully supports efforts to make Columbus’ thoroughfares serve all citizens, including pedestrians, cyclists, transit 

users, and people with disabilities.  

 

 

http://bit.ly/1p6crD3
mailto:mbaker@columbusga.org
mailto:pinemtntmr@aol.com
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We urge the city to recognize the economic development benefits of high quality transportation alternatives, 

which are not just considerable but enormous. Demographic trends that are well documented and already 

underway show that young people are driving less, rejecting suburbs, seeking urban areas to live and work in—

and moving away from cities that don’t meet these expectations. Retirees, too, some unable to drive, others just 

sick of driving, are seeking out walkable, livable neighborhoods. Cities that understand and respond to the 

economic power of livability will be winners; cities that don’t are sure to languish. Columbus received a well-

deserved recognition recently when it was named one of the 100 Best Places to Live in 2014 by Livability.com. 

What most of these cities have in common is that they are pedestrian and bicycle friendly. In fact, 60 of the 100 

cities on the list have been officially recognized as Bicycle Friendly Communities by the League of American 

Bicyclists, and every one of the top ten cities has this designation. 

The renaissance of downtown Columbus, especially its steadily rising residential population, is visible testament 

that these demographic changes are at work in our own city. Furthermore, with the opening of the 

Chattahoochee Whitewater Course, Columbus has become a destination for tourists who travel for outdoor 

activity. A well designed bicycling network will allow the city to attract, impress, and retain even more of these 

visitors.  

In the following comments, Bicycle Columbus does not privilege any particular type of bicycle facility, but rather 

follows the rule articulated by city planner Jeff Speck (a recent speaker and consultant in Columbus): “Make all 

significant destinations accessible by bicycle” by the appropriate placement of four types of facilities, bicycle 

paths, bicycle lanes, bicycle boulevards, and on-street shared routes (Smart Growth Manual 3.12). Columbus 

already has two excellent facilities, the Riverwalk and the Fall Line Trace. BC particularly endorses projects that 

connect these facilities to destinations to make them more useful for transportation.  

To: Verona Campbell, Transportation Planner 
 
I write on behalf of MidTown, Inc. to request a study of the feasibility for a Minimum Grid of bicycle lanes/tracks 
within Columbus’s Core Community of MidTown and Uptown. Such a transportation grid will increase 
connectivity within the City’s most densely populated areas; encourage cycling and walking, both markers of 
vibrant, healthy communities; enhance safety for cyclists and pedestrians; and serve as a catalyst for continued 
economic development and resurgence of the Core Community. 
 
With appreciation for your work to enliven and grow our community, 
 
Anne King 
 
Anne R. King | Executive Director 
MidTown, Inc.  
1236 Wildwood Avenue | Columbus, Georgia | 31906 
706.494.1663 | f. 706.494.1683 
www.midtowncolumbusga.org

http://www.midtowncolumbusga.org/
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