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Executive Summary 
In recent decades Columbus has experienced a relatively slow, steady rate of growth while facing 
increasing challenges such as limited City revenues and accelerating levels of surburban sprawl. 
However, new population and economic growth tied to Fort Benning expansion and local and 
regional business development have provided Columbus the chance to change the direction of the 
tide.  This Comprehensive Plan draws on renewed inspiration from public input to take a forward-
thinking and innovative approach in planning for the future.  The Community Agenda is the third 
and final component of the Comprehensive Plan that provides the 20-year road map for the City’s 
future. The chapters that follow meet the guidelines of the state’s local planning requirements 
(Chapter 1) while innovatively organizing the City’s planning approach around six goal areas unique 
to Columbus: 1) community revitalization, 2) quality community infrastructure, 3) balanced 
transportation, 4) preserving and enhancing the natural environment, 5) managing impacts of 
growth, and 6) regional coordination and local partnerships. These six goals form the strategic 
framework for the community’s vision portrayed in this document. The approach to implementing 
this vision is documented in the chapters that follow and builds on the principles outlined below. 
 

Seize the Moment.  Columbus has a once-in-a-

decade opportunity because of the new growth coming its 
way via Fort Benning, Aflac, and Kia.  In the recent past, 
growth trends have been very flat, but now there is a 
pronounced upsurge.  This gives Columbus the 
opportunity to do things that the City might have been 
putting off, waiting for better times.  While the new 
growth is a challenge, it is important that Columbus seize 
the day to both re-define and re-position itself for the 
future.  Chapter 3 highlights the key issues and 
opportunities that must be tackled comprehensively to 
achieve the community vision.  The implementation 
program (Chapter 4) lays out a plan for addressing each of 
these challenges.  

 

Revitalize in Order to Minimize 
Sprawl.  Energy prices are high; fiscal pressures 

are great; in-town neighborhoods are asking for 
revitalization; and the panhandle wants to preserve 
its greenspace and limit growth.  All these forces 
provide the impetus for the City to do the 
following: direct growth back to the in-town 
neighborhoods; be more efficient with its 
transportation system and public service costs; and 
focus public improvements on in-town 
neighborhoods rather than in the outlying areas 
where it would only encourage more sprawl.  
Revitalization is the “Big Idea” that will shape the 
rest of the Community Agenda. 

Community Vision  
The City of Columbus will continue to 
be a unified city in which all work 
together to achieve common goals and 
in which individuality and diversity are 
embraced and respected.  It will be a 
regional center of commerce and 
culture; a city in which the commitment 
to growth and economic development is 
matched by the commitment to the 
highest quality of life for all citizens. 

 

 
Creative initiatives like the Riverwalk can help 
spur further investment in in-town 
neighborhoods.  
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Strengthen Our Role in the Region.  The surrounding counties are growing faster 

than the City of Columbus.  These changes put more stress, not less, on the city that lies at the 
center of this two-state region. In addition to the stress from dealing with demands of its own 
residents and accommodating growth of Fort Benning, Columbus will be called on to provide many 
more services on behalf of the expanding region that it supports. This will require more proactive 
efforts by the City to coordinate regional decision-making and to keep growth and infrastructure 
balanced and focused.  Columbus must continue to define itself by strengthening its infrastructure, 
fostering well-designed activity centers, and promoting its regional attractions and unique history.  It 
must also solicit – and receive – support and cooperation from the surrounding jurisdictions and 
variety of public agencies and private organizations within the region.  The Future Land Use Plan 
(Chapter 2.3) defines the community’s existing assets and potential new concepts for the future of 
Columbus that, if pursued strategically, will strengthen the city’s diverse neighborhoods and provide 
a unified approach to regional leadership.  These approaches require the combination of regional 
collaboration and public-private partnerships. 
 

Make the Big Decisions Wisely.  The big decisions will provide the necessary tools 

and incentives for successful revitalization and find sources of finance for future public 
improvements and services – public safety, transportation, recreation, and schools.  Currently the 
City’s financial capacity to improve these services is constrained. New revenue sources will be 
needed and new priorities must be set in order to efficiently manage the impacts of growth. The 
Fiscal Impact Study that is being conducted in tandem with the Comprehensive Plan should provide 
the City with a critical analysis of existing revenue sources and other potential ways to raise city 
revenues to help pursue the goals of this Community Agenda. 
 

Citizen Trust and Involvement is Crucial.  
Through the process of forging this Comprehensive Plan, 
the City has undertaken one of the biggest public 
involvement efforts in its history.  (See Appendix A: Public 
Involvement).  Now the City’s leadership must build on this 
public momentum. It can build renewed citizen trust and 
energy by identifying and empowering champions of the 
Comprehensive Plan. These champions should be put out 
front to engage public support for wisely making the big 
decisions about public finance and public priorities, and 
moving ahead with the big idea of revitalization instead of 
sprawl.  Public engagement, education, and outreach – as 
much as money – are the most critical elements of carrying 
out each step of the implementation program for this Plan 
(Chapter 4). 
 
 

This Community Agenda represents a collaborative effort of City staff, elected officials, regional and 
local leaders, residents, neighbors, and a myriad of other community partners with a stake in 
Columbus’s future.  This blueprint for the future reflects how an array of community stakeholders 
came together to form a practical and implementable plan that is at once both cognizant of lessons 
of the past and mindful of the opportunities that lie ahead.   

 
Continued citizen trust and 
involvement are essential to 
achieving the goals and strategies 
outlined in the Community Agenda. 
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►  Chapter 1: Introduction 

1.1  Community Agenda Overview 

Purpose 
The Community Agenda is the third and most important part of the 
Columbus Comprehensive Plan.  The other two written components of 
the Comprehensive Plan, completed early on in the planning process, 
are the Community Assessment and Community Participation 
Program.  The Community Assessment is a comprehensive analysis of 
past trends and existing conditions and is the factual and conceptual 
basis on which the rest of the plan is built.  The Community 
Participation Program outlines how the community will be engaged in 
the development of the Community Agenda.   
 
This Community Agenda outlines the community’s vision for the 
future through descriptive text and maps and provides a plan to 
implement that vision.  This document is based on the findings of the 
Community Assessment and input gathered from multiple public 
involvement channels.  The Citizens Stakeholder Committee and 
Technical Review Committee, established to help guide the 
development of this Plan, played an important role in assuring that the 
resulting implementation program reflects both the public’s will and 
the City’s capacity.  The complete Comprehensive Plan, including the 
Community Assessment, Community Participation Program, and 
Community Agenda, is not only a mandated requirement of local 
governments but is also a critical road map for the future. 

Goals 
The goals of this plan are two-fold:  
 

1. To create local excitement about Columbus’s future, engaging 
community members and encouraging them to help move the Plan 
forward.  

2. To provide Columbus leaders with a “concise, user-friendly” 
document that is applicable to the day-to-day decisions of the City. 

   

The Community Agenda outlines the community’s vision for the future through 
descriptive text and maps and provides a plan to implement that vision.  This document 
is based on the findings of the Community Assessment, completed earlier in the planning 
process, and input gathered from multiple public involvement channels.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Multiple tools were used to 
generate the community’s vision 
for the future.   
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Scope 
This document was prepared following the Rules of the Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs (DCA), Chapter 110-12-1-.05, 
Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning, “Local 
Planning Requirements,” effective May 1, 2005.  It includes the three 
basic requirements for a Community Agenda: 
   

1. A Community Vision that is comprised of a vision statement, 
Future Policy Map, and Future Land Use Map;  

2. A list of the Issues and Opportunities that the community 
intends to address over the next 20 years (see Chapter 3); and  

3. An implementation program for achieving that vision - the 
heart of which is a Short Term Work Program, which 
identifies specific actions the community will take over the 
next five years. 

This document also includes some background information that is not 
required of a Community Agenda, but does describe the context 
within which the community is planning for its future.  The section 
entitled “Context of Change” (Chapter 1.2) provides a high-level 
overview of the demographic trends and other environmental factors 
that will influence the community’s future, and the section entitled 
“Working with the Public to Form the Vision” (Chapter 2.3) 
summarizes the public involvement effort that was undertaken to craft 
the community vision statement and the Future Policy Map. 
 

Implementation and Coordination of the Plan 
Columbus Consolidated Government staff, the Mayor, City Council, 
and local community leaders should use this Community Agenda, or 
Plan, in three ways.  First, the Future Policy Map and Future Land Use 
Map should be referenced in making rezoning and capital investment 
decisions.  These maps provide a representation of the community’s 
vision and indicate character areas where various types of land uses 
should be permitted.  They take into consideration the land use 
patterns illustrated in the City’s Existing Land Use Map, the current 
zoning map, topographic characteristics, natural resource sensitivity, 
the availability of existing and proposed infrastructure, and the needs 
of anticipated population and employment growth. 
 
Second, the Plan provides policies that will help guide day-to-day 
decisions.  These policies are a reflection of community values and are 
in keeping with the basic goals of the Plan.  They, too, will be used as 
guidelines in the analysis of rezoning decisions.  
 
Third, the Plan includes an Implementation Plan that will help direct 
public investment and private initiative.  Plan implementation is 

 
 
 

 
The Community Agenda includes 
the Future Policy Map, which has 
been developed in conjunction 
with public involvement.   
 
 
 
 

 
The Plan will be used by the 
Columbus Consolidated 
Government to guide future 
development through zoning and 
capital investment.   
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carried out through the application of regulations such as zoning and 
development codes and through projects and programs outlined in the 
Short Term Work Program.  This plan outlines recommended changes 
in land use regulations and codes to be consistent with the community’s 
vision; and, after plan adoption, it will be up to City staff and the City 
Council to consider these code changes and revise if necessary.   
 
It should be noted that a Comprehensive Plan is a living document.  In 
accordance with the DCA Local Planning Requirements, it should be 
updated regularly to reflect changing conditions and shifts in public 
policy. 
 
The development of the Comprehensive Plan was a very inclusive 
process, bringing together City staff and officials, community leaders 
and stakeholders, and citizens.  The Plan’s successful implementation 
will also require a collaborative effort.  As is reflected through the 
implementation program, a combined effort of multiple local and 
regional leaders and partners are needed to move implementation 
strategies forward.  These efforts, backed by a community-led oversight 
group (see discussion of Columbus Champions, Chapter 2.2), will help 
ensure that Columbus tackles the challenges and grasps the 
opportunities that it will encounter in the years to come.

 
The Community Agenda 
provides a vision to guide 
Columbus into the future.   
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1.2  Context of  Change 

Introduction 
The first element of the Comprehensive Plan, the Community Assessment, 
provides great detail on Columbus’s existing conditions, past trends, and 
projected growth.  This initial analysis from the Community Assessment 
provides the framework for the City’s Context of Change – the starting point 
from which Columbus advances into the future and plans for the 20 years 
ahead. 
 
This section is intended to briefly review key 
existing factors and projected drivers of change that 
will help or hinder Columbus as it moves forward.  
These factors are the basis from which the 
Community Agenda was developed and should 
continue to be considered and reevaluated by the 
City over time.  Community members were asked 
to consider these factors as they envisioned 
Columbus’s future, and these factors were also 
taken into account by comprehensive planning staff 
in the development of the strategies and policies for 
this Plan. 
 
It is also important to recognize that some of the challenges that Columbus 
faces are unique to the 21st century, including increasing environmental 
concerns, the tightening of state and federal budgets, continuing 
internationalization of the economy, and increasing technological advances.  
These national and international trends and anticipated changes largely 
influence the possibilities and the challenges that the City and community 
members will face in the years to come.  Local decisions relevant to 
population, the economy, and land use must take into account these larger 
environmental circumstances as well as those local factors discussed here 
within. 

   

This section is intended to briefly review key existing factors and projected drivers 
of change that will help or hinder Columbus as it moves forward.  These factors are the 
basis from which the Community Agenda was developed and should continue to be 
considered and reevaluated by the City over time.   



Community Agenda October 2008 

8 Context of Change 

Regional Influence 
One of the most important factors that continues to shape Columbus 
is its regional influence.  The City of Columbus is the urban core city 
for the metropolitan area that includes Chattahoochee County, Harris 
County, and Marion County, Georgia and Russell County, Alabama.  
The City of Columbus currently accounts for a little over 70 percent 
of the metro area jobs and almost 80 percent of private sector jobs.  
Columbus also contributes greatly to regional entertainment and 
recreational offerings as well as the area’s heritage preservation.  The 
city is home to the Civic Center, RiverCenter for the Arts, Oxbow 
Meadows, the Columbus Museum, the Riverwalk, and several other 
regional attractions.  
 
The daytime and nighttime population of Columbus fluctuates in 
Columbus’s favor.  According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Columbus 
experienced a 9.9 percent increase in daytime population in 2000, 
resulting in a 1.22 to 1 employment to residence ratio.  The fact that 
86.5 percent of Columbus’s workers also reside in Columbus 
supports this statistic.  In comparison, Phenix City, Alabama, has a 6 
percent decrease in daytime population, with only 28.5 percent of its 
residents working in the city.   

Fort Benning (BRAC) 
Fort Benning, accounting for well over a third of Muscogee County’s 
land, has an important impact on Columbus, influencing 
transportation and housing demand and also affecting the City’s land 
use decisions near the base.  Fort Benning also plays a very important 
role in fueling the local economy and solidifying the area’s regional 
significance.   
 
The fact that Fort Benning will experience major growth due to Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) is of notable significance.  BRAC 
is anticipated to bring approximately 5,000 new military jobs and 
another 8,800 new students to Fort Benning between 2010 and 2011, 
with some of that growth already occurring.  Many new Fort Benning 
personnel will be housed off-base.  Columbus is expected to receive 
60 percent of that increase in population.  New demands will be 
placed on local roads, the local school system, and a myriad of other 
services and facilities.  This growth will also lead to the creation of 
both direct and indirect civil jobs.  Fort Benning serves as a critical 
economic engine for Columbus, and Columbus serves as important 
service center for the Fort’s population.   
 
The City must continue to be cognizant of the impacts that its land 
use policies have on the base, ensuring that its decisions do not 
inhibit base activity nor lead to incompatible land uses.  Regional 

 
 
 

  
Columbus serves as a regional 
hub for the Chattahoochee 
Valley.   
 
 

 
The rich heritage of Columbus 
helps to make the city a cultural 
and economic center. 
 
 

 
Fort Benning comprises a major 
portion of Columbus and is a 
major contributor to the local 
economy.   
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planning efforts, including the Joint Land Use Study and Regional Growth 
Management Plan, have already begun setting the framework for continuing 
and expanding initiatives to address on-going impacts of Fort Benning 
growth.  
Population and Housing 
Columbus’s population was estimated at approximately 189,000 in 2007 and 
is projected to grow to between 219,100 and 226,500 by 2028 (Figure 1.1).  
This represents an increase of approximately 30,000 to 37,500 people.  These 
projections are based on two growth alternatives that were developed to 
account for potential variances in population growth.1   
 
Columbus’s population has 
historically ebbed and flowed as 
a result of activities at Fort 
Benning.  As deployments 
occur, Fort Benning operations 
and the local economy are 
affected.  As of late, the city has 
also been challenged by two 
additional population trends: (1) 
increasing suburbanization of 
the metro area and (2) a steady 
net outflow of individuals, 
particularly young professionals, 
to other areas, especially 
Atlanta.   
 

These population projections 
were also distributed across 
planning areas – six areas 
developed at the onset of the 
planning process to help 
demonstrate inter-city 
demographic patterns and 
facilitate initial public meetings.  
Past trends indicate that the 
majority of new growth will 
occur in outlying areas of the 
city (Figure 1.2).   These areas 
are primarily located in 
northwest Columbus and in the 
Panhandle region.  Please see 
Map 1 to see the geographic 
boundaries of each planning 
area. 
                                                
1 Please see the Chapter 2 the Technical Addendum to the Community Assessment of the 
Comprehensive Plan for more information for more information on this data. 

Figure 1.1: Population Projections, City of Columbus 

2005 2008 2010 2015 2020 2025 2028

Alternative 1 185,300 193,000 201,200 215,900 216,800 222,500 226,500

Alternative 2 185,300 189,900 194,300 206,300 209,400 215,100 219,100
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Source: Columbus State University, Turner College of Business, November 2007. 
 
 
Figure 1.2: Population Projections by Planning Area,  
Based on Existing Trends 

Population Projections by Planning Area
Columbus, 2008 and 2028
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Housing Projections 
Columbus is projected to have a demand for approximately 97,900 housing 
units in 2028.2  This figure is based on Alternative 2 population projections, a 
steady vacancy rate of 7.6 percent, and a decreasing average household size, 
which is expected to decrease to 2.3 persons per household by 2028.  The 
difference between the estimated number of units in 2005 and the projected 
demand for housing in 2028 – representing the number of new units that will 
need to be constructed – is almost 17,000 housing units.  The ability of 
Columbus to meet this projected need is largely a function of consumer 
preferences and housing options that the market supplies throughout the 
Columbus region. 

Growth Scenarios 
The distribution of new population and 
housing across the six Planning Areas of 
Columbus is an important issue that 
influences the need for land use change 
and public facilities.  The spatial 
distribution of growth also influences the 
cost of public services in the long run.   
 

In order to discuss the relevance of where 
growth occurs throughout Columbus, two 
scenarios were posed.  In the first, 
Suburban Growth Scenario (see Figure 
1.3), it was assumed that growth would 
continue to follow the availability of 
vacant land into outlying areas of the city.  
In this case, over 80 percent of the new 
housing in Columbus would likely occur in 
the two Planning Areas that are the most 
remote from the central business district – 
Northwest Columbus and the Panhandle.   
 

In Scenario Two (Figure 1.4), it was 
assumed that the City would strongly 
encourage revitalization of in-town 
neighborhoods through rezoning actions, 
public improvements, and financial 
support for redevelopment activities.  
Scenario Two assumed that the Panhandle 

and Northwest Columbus would receive 30 percent of new growth while the 
bulk of the new growth (70 percent) would occur through infill and 
redevelopment of land in Southeast Columbus, Midtown, Bibb City, and 
South Columbus.  (Discussion continues on page 13.)  

                                                 
2
 Please see Chapter 4 of the Technical Addendum to the Community Assessment of the 

Comprehensive Plan for more information.  Projection based on 2007 calculations by JJG. 

Figure 1.3: Population Projections by Planning Area, 
Based on Suburban Growth Scenario 

 
Source: JJG, February 2008. 
 

Figure 1.4: Population Projections by Planning Area, 
Based on Redevelopment Scenario 

 
Source: JJG, February 2008. 
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Following this redevelopment strategy would likely result in higher density 
development that could preserve more than 3,000 acres of undeveloped land 
in the Panhandle and Northwest Columbus where the terrain and soils are 
less favorable to development.3  It would also result in a smaller “footprint” 
of growth and lessen the cost of extending public facilities and services. This 
issue is being further refined in a parallel fiscal impact study for the City of 
Columbus. 

Employment Change  
Columbus’s employment level is expected to grow by over 22,000 jobs to 
reach approximately 145,700 jobs by 2028, with a general flattening of job 
growth beginning in 2015 (Figure 1.5).  Anticipated growth is tied to several 
recent developments, including Fort Benning growth, Aflac expansion, and 
the installation of the new Kia plant and ancillary business development.  
The growth of Fort Benning, Aflac, and Kia will lead to new direct and 
induced job opportunities (Figure 1.6).  These employment numbers will 
fluctuate as new businesses decide to locate and expand in Columbus and 
nearby communities.   
 

Columbus has multiple agencies 
collaborating on economic development 
initiatives, including the Valley Partnership 
Joint Development Authority, Greater 
Columbus Chamber of Commerce, 
MidTown Inc., Columbus South Inc., 
UPtown Inc, and state partners.  These 
efforts, in association with greater market 
forces, will impact the economic growth that 
Columbus experiences in the future. 
 

Columbus will have to increasingly compete 
with the growing capacity of neighboring 
communities to support and attract new 
employers.  Recent trends indicate that 

certain job sectors, particularly 
professional/technical services, 
financial/real estate services, 
wholesale/retail trade, and 
manufacturing are following the 
migration of people and vacant 
land in suburban and outlying 
areas outside of Columbus.  
These trends have important 
implications for the City’s 
economic development efforts. 

                                                 
3
 Please see June 24th Technical Memo for the Comprehensive Plan created by JJG for more 

information.   

Figure 1.6: Summary Employment Impact from Known Expansions,  
Columbus, 2010-2016 Timeframe 

Source Direct Induced TOTAL 

Fort Benning Additions + Induced Jobs 
from Student/Construction Worker 
Spending *  6,109 ** 2,816 8,925 
Aflac 1,360 1,329 2,689 
Kia - Commuters 200 196    396 
Total 7,669 4,341 12,010 
Source: Columbus State University, Turner College of Business, November 2007 
calculations, using RIMS II multipliers 
*Construction spending is estimated to be $292 billion. 
** 6,109 jobs are yet to come of the original total of 8,680 jobs. 

 

Figure 1.5: Employment Projections, 2028 

 
Source: Columbus State University, Turner College of Business, November 
2007; Assume all Fort Benning & Aflac jobs located in Columbus; however, 
population-sensitive jobs are based only on resident population.  Efficiency 
gains in some sectors. 
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City’s Growth and Redevelopment Potential 
A land use analysis based on existing conditions in February 2007 found 
that approximately 35.8 percent of land within Columbus remains 
undeveloped, vacant or developed in the sparsely populated form of estate 
residential (Figure 1.7).  This available, potentially developable land has 
the capacity to accommodate development of outlying areas of Columbus.  
If pursued, this development strategy could put rural attributes of these 
sparsely populated areas of the Columbus at risk while also creating several 
new service and infrastructure costs for the City.    

 
The land use analysis also shows that Columbus has the capacity to 
accommodate a large share of new growth through redevelopment and 
revitalization.  Several in-town areas of Columbus, many in need of 
redevelopment or revitalization, are well poised to accommodate infill 
development and density increases.  In many cases, these reinvestment 
areas may be more cost effective than their undeveloped counterparts in 
accommodating new growth.  This cost advantage is in part due to 
infrastructure and services that already exist in these reinvestment areas. 4   
Several environmental factors, many of which are listed to the left, affect 
Columbus’s growth and redevelopment potential.  These factors are taken 
into account by (1) the City in the creation of its development decisions 
and (2) private developers and businesses in their development and growth 
decisions. 

                                                 
4
 For more information, please see the Fiscal Impact Analysis by TischlerBise, which is 

being completed in association with this Plan. 

Figure 1.7: Columbus Existing Land Use, 2007 

 

Existing Land Use, Columbus 2007

Public/Institutional
4%

High Density 
Residential

2%

Medium Density 
Residential

6%

Agriculture
0%

Low Density Residential
18%

Trans'n/Com'ns./Utilities  
2%

Park/Rec./Conservation
8%

Vacant/Undev'd/Estate 
Residential

36%
Commercial

5%

Industrial
6%

Rural Residential
13%

 
Source: JJG, 2007.  

 

Factors Affecting Development 
and Redevelopment 

 Noise contours from Fort 
Benning, affecting the 
development potential of 
large portions of the 
Panhandle area and some 
areas of Southeast Columbus 
(see Future Policy Map, 
Chapter 2.3);  

 Existing availability of sewer 
and water in the northern 
portion of the city;  

 Land use decisions of 
abutting counties;  

 Existing land regulations and 
incentives encouraging or 
discouraging redevelopment 
or greenfield development;  

 Existing infill sites - those that 
are connected to the city’s 
infrastructure system but are 
not being fully utilized; 

 Environmental limitations, 
including wetlands, protected 
watershed areas, 100-year 
floodplain, and groundwater 
recharge areas, all of which 
are critical contributors to the 
area’s ecological 
sustainability;  

 Standing Boy Creek State 
Park in Northwest Columbus, 
which encourages 
development of limited 
environmental impact; 

 Historic resource protection;  
 Preferences of the market; 
 High cost of land in-town 

compared with land cost in 
outlying areas of the 
Columbus; and 

 Difficulty of working with infill 
parcels because of lot 
configurations and 
compatibility problems with 
abutting property. 
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Summary 
Several factors will influence Columbus as it moves forward.  The most 
recognized influence is BRAC-related growth at Fort Benning, and its 
anticipated impact on Columbus.  Notable population and employment 
growth can be predicted based on Columbus receiving a majority of 
population growth from Fort Benning and other changes in the regional 
economy, including the expansion of Aflac and the construction of the Kia 
plant in West Point, Georgia.  Other factors, such as the city’s existing land 
use and regional pull (museums, shopping, entertainment events, etc.), will 
influence the residential decisions of new and existing citizens in the 
Columbus metro area.  
 
The way in which Columbus grows and changes over the planning period 
largely depends on the decisions and priorities that the community and the 
City lay out in this Plan.  As Columbus moves forward, the City has the 
ability to continue along with existing trends or to tilt the scale in a different 
direction and focus a greater percentage of its efforts on revitalization and 
infill development.  The following section, Chapter 2 of the Community 
Agenda, describes the vision that will guide such decisions as the City moves 
forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Children enjoy the natural beauty of Oxbow 
Meadows, a regional attraction in Columbus. 
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